
🌱 Athabasca District Agricultural Society 

Community Garden – Gardener Agreement & Rules 
Thank you for being part of the Community Garden! This agreement helps ensure a respectful, 
safe, and enjoyable space for everyone. 

By participating, all gardeners agree to follow the guidelines below. 

🌾 Plot Term & Renewal 
●​ Plots are assigned for an annual term running October 1 through September 30. 
●​ Returning gardeners in good standing will have the opportunity to retain their existing 

plot year over year. 
●​ Gardeners not renewing must ensure their plot is cleared of all materials and returned 

to original soil condition by September 20. 

👥 Membership Requirement 
●​ All gardeners must be active members of the Athabasca District Agricultural 

Society. 
●​ Annual membership fee: $5 per year. 
●​ Membership must be obtained prior to purchasing or being assigned a garden plot. 

📢 Communication 
●​ Email is the primary method of communication. 
●​ All updates, notices, and important information will be sent via email. 
●​ Gardeners are encouraged to communicate with each other (e.g., sharing produce or 

notifying others when away). 
●​ Contact: growtheag@gmail.com 

🤝 Respect & Conflict Resolution 
●​ Treat all gardeners, volunteers, and committee members with respect. 
●​ Direct any concerns or conflicts to the Garden Committee for resolution. 
●​ The goal is to maintain a positive, welcoming environment for everyone. 



🌿 Garden Use & Responsibilities 
●​ Garden plots are for personal use only (not commercial use). 
●​ Gardeners must: 

○​ Maintain their plot regularly (planting, watering, weeding). 
○​ Keep pathways and surrounding areas clean and clear. 
○​ Stay within their assigned plot boundaries. 

●​ Participation in communal work bees will be required in spring and fall. Participation may 
be requested at other additional times.  

🌱 Gardening Practices 
●​ Use organic gardening methods only: 

○​ ❌ No pesticides, herbicides, or synthetic fertilizers. 
●​ Control weeds and pests promptly to prevent spreading. 
●​ Do not allow plants (especially spreading or trailing plants) to grow outside your plot. 
●​ Trees, shrubs, or permanent plantings are not permitted unless approved. 
●​ Any structures (e.g., supports, fencing) must: 

○​ Be safe and low-profile 
○​ Be removed at the end of the season 

♻️ Compost & Waste 
●​ Compost all acceptable plant material in designated areas. 
●​ Do not compost: 

○​ Diseased plants 
○​ Animal products (meat, bones, etc.) 

●​ Remove all non-compostable garbage from the site. 

🚗 Parking & Access 
●​ Park only in designated parking areas. 
●​ No vehicle access within the garden area (except for drop-off/pick-up if permitted). 
●​ Garden access is pedestrian-only. 

🐾 Pets & Safety 
●​ No pets allowed in the garden area. 
●​ The garden is a non-smoking space. 
●​ Illegal activities (including drugs) are strictly prohibited. 
●​ Report any safety concerns to the Garden Committee. 



🌾 Seasonal Expectations 
●​ Plots must be: 

○​ Actively maintained throughout the season 
○​ Harvested and cleaned up by fall (or earlier if required due to weather) 

●​ All structures, fencing, and materials must be removed by season end. 

⚠️ Plot Maintenance & Forfeiture 
●​ Unmaintained or neglected plots will be reviewed. 
●​ If no improvement is made after notice: 

○​ The plot may be reassigned. 
○​ Future participation may be restricted. 

●​ The Garden Committee reserves the right to intervene if a plot impacts the overall 
garden (e.g., weeds, pests). 

📋 General Guidelines 
●​ Follow all posted signage and garden instructions. 
●​ Respect shared tools, water access, and facilities. 
●​ Report any damage or issues to the Garden Committee. 
●​ The Garden is a shared space—be mindful, inclusive, and community-focused. 

⚖️ Liability 
●​ All plot owners must sign a yearly waiver. 
●​ Participation in the garden is at your own risk.The Athabasca District Agricultural Society 

is not responsible for injury, loss, or damage. 

✅ Agreement 
By participating in the Community Garden, you agree to: 

●​ Follow all rules and guidelines 
●​ Respect the shared space and fellow gardeners 
●​ Support a positive and productive community environment 
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